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Governor Deal Endorses American Transaction Processors Coalition at Atlanta Trend Luncheon  
 

Georgia Governor Nathan Deal addressed members of the transaction processing 
community last week at the most-recent Atlanta Trend luncheon, stressing the 
importance of the industry and its financial impact on the state. The luncheon was 
part of the American Transaction Processors Coalition’s (ATPC) goal of raising the 
industry profile while strengthening relationships with elected leaders to ensure 
their ongoing support.   

  
The ATPC was launched in November 2013 with founding members WorldPay, InComm, Elavon, Fidelity 
National Information Services and Brightwell Payments to protect, promote and preserve the interests 
of the transaction processing industry through proactive government and public affairs activities. 
Hunton & Williams LLP, a global law firm representing financial institutions, governments and 
individuals, hosted the luncheon on Thursday, February 27th as part of its founding sponsor role of both 
the ATPC and Atlanta Trend. The ATPC represents the interests of more than 70 Georgia-based 
companies that develop products and provide resources to support the financial service industry’s 
technology needs. H. West Richards serves as the ATPC’s Executive Director and Tony Catalfano, CEO of 
WorldPay, is Chairman of the Board of Directors. 
 
“Following the 2008 financial crisis and the resulting increased regulation, we identified an opportunity 
for transaction processors to have a more strategic, unified approach to protect and promote the 
industry,” said Richards. “In a very short time, the coalition has earned the support of many elected 
leaders, state officials and business executives. Plus, we are in talks to expand the coalition with new 
members through various outreach efforts.” 

 
Headquartered primarily in Georgia, the global payment processing 
industry generates $50 billion annually, with a projected growth to 
$65+ billion by 2015. More than $4.4 Trillion in credit card 
transactions occurred in 2012 alone. In the immediate wake of the 
Financial Crisis, the Transaction Processing industry continued to see 
global growth (7 to 9.4 percent CAGR) while the rest of those in the 
broader financial services industry saw decline. Future growth is 
expected to originate from continued U.S. and European product 

innovation and consumer demand in countries with current low credit card penetration. The payment-
processing sector alone is nearly equal in size to the entire U.S. movie industry (based on worldwide 
annual sales), and is dominated by Georgia’s “Transaction Alley” in the same way that Los Angeles 
dominates films. 
 
“The ATPC is a vital resource for the payments industry to raise its profile in Georgia so we can recruit 
qualified workers and bring further investment to the area, while also building support in Washington 
D.C. for legislation and regulation that ensures the stability of our vital business sector,” said Catalfano.  
 
“As an organization, we look forward to exploring ways in which the industry can partner with the State 
of Georgia to enhance job growth, which was supported by Governor Deal in his remarks,” said Richards. 
“And we seek to gain support from our nation's political leaders by raising awareness about the key role 
the industry plays in both the American and global economies, while also working with the folks in  
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Washington, D.C. to develop new and improved ways to better protect consumers. I am proud of the 
early strides we’ve made towards our organization’s goals and am thankful for the support of and 
partnership with Hunton & Williams,” said Richards. 
 
Because of the state’s positive business climate, more than 60 percent of payment processing 
companies are based in Atlanta and, as a result, more than 70 percent of all U.S. payments are 
processed annually through the city. In 2012, $85 billion out of $135 billion global payments were 
processed in Georgia. Importantly, more than 40,000 Georgia residents are employed in the processing 
industry and an additional 105,000 people from around the world work for these Georgia-based 
companies. 
 
In addition to the recent luncheon with Governor Deal, ATPC members and staff have met with 
Lieutenant Governor Casey Cagle, Georgia Department of Economic Development Commissioner Chris 
Carr, 11 members of the state’s Congressional delegation and gubernatorial candidate Jason Carter. Visit 
www.atpcoalition.org to learn about upcoming events, see more luncheon photos and member 
benefits. 

InComm to Host ATPC “Industry Town Hall” 
 
The American Transaction Processors Coalition is actively working to raise the industry profile across the 
region, especially to secure regulatory, legislative and institution of higher learning support that ensures 
ongoing economic growth and talent generation. That’s why federal, state and local elected officials and 
influential community, academic and business leaders will converge on downtown Atlanta to discuss the 
regional impact of Transaction Alley’s 70-plus local companies and 40,000-plus jobs, and the primary 
issues enabling and hindering future growth. 
 

Transaction Alley Town Hall 
Brought to you by the American Transaction Processors Coalition 

And hosted by InComm 
 

Wednesday April 16, 2014 at 2:30pm 
Panel Discussion 

Immediately followed by a cocktail reception 
 

InComm World Headquarters 
250 Williams Street 

Mezzanine Auditorium 
Atlanta, Georgia 30303 

  
Contact west@atpcoalition.org for more information 
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Upcoming ATPC Events 
 
The spring will continue to be a busy and productive time for the ATPC and its members, with town halls 
and delegation trips to Washington, D.C. Contact ATPC Executive Director, H. West Richards (INSERT 
west@atpcoalition.org) for more information on the following upcoming events: 

 
April 2, 2014 
ATPC Hosts Member Meeting and Reception in Washington, D.C. 
Members will convene in Washington, D.C. for the first time in 2014 to network and discuss critical 
issues facing the industry – this is the second such meeting since the ATPC’s inaugural session in 
December of 2013. 
 
April 3, 2014 
ATPC Washington, D.C. Capitol Hill Fly-IN 
This will be the ATPC’s second Capitol Hill Fly-IN since December of 2013. In December of last year the 
ATPC and its member executives met with nearly all of Georgia’s sixteen member Congressional 
Delegation and their staff. Transaction Alley representatives will use this Fly-In to meet with members 
missed on the first trip and to also follow-up with those representatives serving on committees that 
directly influence industry regulation. 
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